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SCREW CITY: a feature film about Janie Turner, a teenager trying to 
escape her potentially unfulfilling life through her punk rock band.



ROCKFORD FUCKING ILLINOIS
”For many people, Rockford, Illinois remains merely a rest stop 
on a flat toll road stretching from Chicago to Madison, 
Wisconsin. For others, it is the home of porn queen Ginger 
Lynn, soaring FM rockers Cheap Trick, and the fast food joint 
Beef-A-Roo…it has also spawned a history of locals going 
against the grain, including a bevy of young people trying to 
fulfill the promise of punk to build an underground, do-it-
yourself community...

Writing about this city is like peeling back a second skin. On 
the surface of the city in the 1980s, one might see family-time 
vistas overflowing with churches, bake sales galore, and 
energetic youth sports leagues...yet, beneath that cosmic 
sheen, most of it enabled by local machine tool manufacturers, 
existed a mess-heap of history ready to implode – a place of 
inequality, dissent, rancor, and frustration – which rose to the 
surface as the Cold War began to wind down, foreign 
competition for contracts kicked into high gear, and long-term 
salaried jobs began drying up.

Rockford was not just another bummed out Midwest town; it 
became one of the worst, replete with a withering economy 
and a moral austerity as well. Asking for help was no more than 
panhandling; one was supposed to be stoic, pull your life up 
by the bootstraps, even if those straps were haplessly frayed. 

So, some eagerly glommed onto punk’s sense of caustic 
rebellion with a cause. They wanted to reshape and retool 
their lives, if only for the duration of a song in which they could 
screech until their throats were scorched.”

– OUT OF THE BASEMENT by David A. Ensminger



THE STORY
The summer after graduating high school, JANIE still has no desire other than to 
play punk rock. Problem is, her bandmates (and best friends) are moving away, and 
Janie tries to do everything she can to keep them together so they can face what 
life hurls at them together. When an opportunity to tour arises, Janie finds an 
chance that can not only make her music dreams come true, but keep her band –
and her friends – together.

But when Janie befriends disillusioned high school guidance counselor KATE at a 
show, the two find in each other someone they can actually confide in, be 
vulnerable with. Despite the age gap, they share the same loves, fears, and 
anxieties, and learn that the most rebellious, punk rock thing they can do is to take 
a chance and face those fears alone if they have to.



CHARACTERS



JANIE TURNER

Born and raised in Rockford, Janie is just out of 
high school. Resolute in not ending up working 
some line job and being stuck in town, she
feels the pressure more than ever to make it 
with her band, Stick Figure, and to get the Hell 
out of town. Her mother having recently 
passed away, her older brother, Larry, has come 
back home to live with her and their father, and 
is constantly on her case to wake up, get a job, 
and pull her weight. When she meets 40 year 
old Kate at a show, Janie sees a future she 
fears, but also finds a friend in which together, 
they can learn to move through life on their 
terms.



KATE STENZEL

Raised in the Northern suburbs of Chicago 
where country club dinners and outings to 
Neiman Marcus were the norm, Kate 
rebelled and found her place in the city's 
punk scene. Today, she is at a crossroads in 
her life: she feels she’s an ineffectual 
guidance counselor, her parents still treat her 
like she’s twelve, she’s sick of seeing the 
same Goddamn people at the same 
Goddamn shows, and she’s weeks away from 
getting married to her fiancé, Darren. She 
feels it's the right thing to do, but still finds 
herself resistant to the things marriage has to 
offer…and the things it will take away. When 
she meets 19 year-old Janie at a show, she 
sees her younger self in her, and tries to 
quietly guide her into not making the same 
mistakes she did. 



THE MUSIC
Partially through our partnership with Downwrite – a music publishing platform created by artists for artists 
to bring value back to songwriting – we already have some killer bands and artists locked in and ready to 
rock, and this is just the start:



Josh Caterer
Chicago, Illinois

Best known as the lead singer, lead guitarist, and principal songwriter of pop-punk band Smoking Popes, which 
he founded in 1991 with his older brother Matt and younger brother Eli, Josh wrote Never Gonna Break, the 
pivotal song for Screw City. 



Mono in Stereo
Rockford, Illinois

From the ashes of long time Pop Punk stalwarts Mulligan Stu comes Mono In Stereo. With an honest approach 
and eclectic influences, MIS take a no holds barred approach to their song craft. From Springsteen to Mould, 
Earle to Costello, MIS merge a variety of divergent musical interests into their own special blend of Midwest Punk.



Lauren Denitzio
Los Angeles, CA

L.A.-based and playing music with their bandmates under the dame Worriers, Lauren has toured all over the 
world with some amazing artists. She’s written an amazing song for Screw City that we can’t wait to share with 
the world.



Naked Raygun
Chicago, Illinois

If you don't know them already, then get on it, asap. Raygun's been an influence on just about everyone, from 
YOUR punk rock band to Dave Grohl. LEGENDS.



The Team






